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Agenda for today’s session:

1. What is a T-Level
2. What is an Apprenticeship
3. Technical Vs Academic (Why/Benefits)
4. Compare Qualification Levels (handout)
5. Understand Pathways (handout)
6. Parent/Carer support resources (Amazing Apprenticeships website)
7. Have a go - Vacancies (How to find them)
8. Q&A with Abida Uddin, Dunelm Apprentice
9. Final Questions / Close



What is an Apprenticeship?
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• TRAINING - apprentices spend at least 20% of their working hours completing classroom-based learning with a 

college, university or training provider which leads to a nationally recognised QUALIFICATION.

• An apprenticeship is a PAID job, with full employee benefits.

1. Active and hands-on

2. Alternative to academic pathway

3. Early experience and exposure to the real world

4. Clear and bespoke development plan



What is a T-Level?
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• COLLEGE - students spend at least 80% of their hours completing classroom-based learning with a college, which leads 

to a nationally recognised QUALIFICATION.

• WORK - students spend 20% of their time in work to gain experience while learning.

1. Academic with a practical focus

2. Very new – started in 2021

3. Early exposure to the real world

4. Courses developed by Industry – focussed on specific skills needed in those job areas

What are T Levels - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rua65bHjMw&t=217s


Technical Vs Academic
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1. Pay

2. Experience in real job

3. Qualification while earning

4. Experience roles before spending 
years studying

5. Early start on your career ladder

6. Same level qualification as 
academic, but also have 
experience

1. University/campus experience

2. In-depth focus on subject of study

1. Competitive graduate job market

2. Unlikely to have much experience of 
work

3. Will have incurred costs
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Compare Qualification Levels



Understanding Pathways
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Support for Parents
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This is My Story - Film [with BSL] on Vimeo

Apprenticeship resources for 
schools, teachers, parents 
(amazingapprenticeships.com)

• School Staff, especially Careers Adviser or Careers Leader
• Colleges / Universities 
• Amazing Apprenticeships Apprenticeship resources for schools, 

teachers, parents (amazingapprenticeships.com)

• Government website (NAS) Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk)

https://vimeo.com/889946454
https://vimeo.com/889946454
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?parents=1
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?parents=1
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?parents=1
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?parents=1
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/?parents=1
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Find an Apprenticeship Vacancy

Many places where you can search for vacancies, 
two of them here.

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-
apprenticeships

Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk)

Note – Disability confident

HAVE A GO… ☺

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch?_ga=2.79062803.682895246.1705060782-518844579.1675698070
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With Abida Uddin

Buying and Merchandising Apprentice
Dunelm HQ, Syston

Started in September 2023

Q&A
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Final Questions?

Thank you for your time!


